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STYLING TIPS
with Mark Ferguson

Who’s your 
style icon?
Everyone should have a style icon they 
look up to for inspiration and guidance. 
With social media, we can be easily 
influenced by what we should be wearing 
in this fast fashion era. If we take a step 
back and look at some true style icons from 
a more simpler time where comparing 
one’s style to another rarely happened.

Take Steve McQueen, a style icon from 
the 50s through to the 80s. Named the 
‘King of Cool’ he emulated the laid-back 
style of the weekend mastering that fine 
line of being smart enough for a multitude 
of occasions.

Denim and leather were the key looks 
that McQueen so effortlessly sported. 
However, when McQueen suited up he did 
it like no other. He practically embodies 
the sentiments of strength, wealth and 
stardom. If you don’t look as good as 
McQueen, anyone can embody those 
feelings in the perfect suit.
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LIFESTYLE ADVICE
with Louisa Dyson
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PRINT MEDIA
with Courtney Frank

Has the cup 
runneth over?
I often get asked what specialty grade 
coffee actually means? It is certainly a hot 
topic currently. The market in Australia 
has changed significantly over the past 30 
years. Previously, coffee roasters all around 
Australia were seen trying to get their hands 
on the most delicious and expensive coffees 
to demonstrate they were clearly specialty. 

Some would argue that specialty 
coffee means nothing today, as there is no 
specialty watch dog. It’s increasing just a 
marketing term used by roasters who are 
often using commodity-based coffee.

From this overuse of the term today, 
sadly, there is no tangible meaning to 
specialty that everyone agrees to. Watch 
this space as roasters start to differentiate 
themselves. As a pioneer in the field we do 
not rely solely on this term ‘specialty’ but 
look to educate our customers on how we 
purchase green beans, prepare and serve 
our delicious coffee.
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COFFEE MASTERCLASS
with Penny Wolff

Are you speaking 
the same language?
People often say that they are frustrated 
by not being ‘heard’ by their partners. 
And this is quite a common complaint. It 
seems your partner hears you one minute 
and forgets the next. Sound familiar? The 
truth is that everyone listens differently and 
communication styles can influence that. 

Here are some mindset shifting tools you 
both can use to improve communication. 
Consider this: your partner may be 
processing information differently or they 
just may need time to digest the information. 
Perhaps there are also outside factors that 
you haven’t yet considered.

If the one you love can’t retain 
information then consider writing it down 
for them. This can be vital if they continue 
to miss crucial stuff. Throw a post-it-note on 
the fridge if it helps. Give these tools a try or 
engage a professional to help you improve 
the dynamics of your communication and 
your relationship. 
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RELATIONSHIP ADVICE
with Paul Baker

Buyer verification 
service
Are you in the process of buying an item 
of jewellery from another member of the 
public? If so, it’s essential to verify the 
seller’s description before you commit 
your hard-earned cash. It’s also important 
to pick a suitable venue to meet the seller. 

The answer is to use our Buyer 
Verification Service, by appointment. 
Our premises provide a neutral place 
for a buyer and seller to meet. As a fully 
qualified gemmologist and registered 
NCJV Valuer, I carry out a full independent 
assessment of the quality of the item while 
both parties wait. 

Standard items can usually be appraised 
and valued within the hour. The valuation 
will confirm metal type and caratage, item 
weight, gemstone identity, size and quality, 
and value. Terms & conditions apply. 

If you’re unsure about buyer 
verification, don’t hesitate to pop in store 
or make an appointment to talk to us.
MEGAN AUSTIN VALUATIONS 
210/180 QUEEN ST, BRISBANE 
P 3162 5424  MEGANAUSTINVALUATIONS.COM.AU

JEWELLERY ADVICE
with Megan Austin


